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ments of the gallant General who was the one man of spotless
honour and unselfish patriotism, in high command, but sent
home spiteful and malicious reports to the French King and
his Ministers.

In England, which for many years had been governed by
statesmen of mediocre abilities and narrow aims, a man of
genius had now come into power who awoke the nation from
its lethargy, and inspired it with a new enthusiasm and ardour.
After the overthrow of the old Duke of Newcastle, one of the
feeblest and most incapable noblemen who had ever guided the
helm of State, the great William Pitt, afterwards Earl of
Chatham, became Prime Minister, and at once his strong hand
and dominating intellect, his far-reaching ambitions for the
extension of British supremacy, his extraordinary knowledge
of the right man for the right job, and his hatred of gilded
inefficiency and social favouritism, sent a new pulsation of life
and energy through the whole nation.

He grasped the importance of that struggle in the Far West
which had an empire as the prize of victory, as none of his
predecessors had ever done, and he so inspired the English
people with his own ideals that they were ready to put forth
their utmost efforts for their fulfilment.

Not for many a long year had the British Army had such
confidence in their Minister of War, nor had the youth of the
nation, from the highest ranks of society to the humblest class,
been so eager to serve under the flag. When Pitt began to
make his preparations to send out such an army as never
before had crossed the seas from England, the young bloods
who had been grumbling and flirting and fooling in the coffee-
houses and drawing-rooms of London remembered their man-
hood, and, throwing down their dice and their cards, begged
for the opportunity of proving their mettle at the service or
their country.

..William Pitt, however, selected his officers without regard
for their social standing and rank, as had been too much the
custom with previous Ministers of War. The Earl of Loudon,